
ENERGY & NEXUS  ISSUES 

In August, 2017, ZERO hosted a 

meeting attended by nexus min-

istries that deliberated on issues 

related to amongst others:  

Lobbying for budgets that pro-

moted and addressed renewable 

energy in the country 

Promotion of networking and 

dialogue amongst government 

ministries, private sector and civil 

society organizations.  

It was clear from the discussions 

that a collaborative working 

framework between, civil society, 

government and the private sec-

tor could address the key chal-

 Expanding infrastruc-

ture and upgrading 

technology to provide 

clean energy 

sources in all devel-

oping countries is a 

crucial goal that can 

both encourage 

growth and help the 

environ-

ment. Sustainable 

energy is one of 17 

Global Goals that 

make up the 2030 

Agenda 

for Sustainable Devel

opment.  
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Background 
The Regional Environmental Organization (ZERO), has been implementing a 

HIVOS funded program on Green and Inclusive Energy (GIE) together with four 

civil society organizations: Action 24, Civic Forum on Human Development 

(CFHD, Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA), and Zimbabwe Women Re-

source Network (ZWRCN) since 2017. The program works to influence energy 

policies and practices so investments in decentralized renewable energy increase. 

The program does this mainly through advocacy. It creates coalitions with govern-

ment and the private sector partners and improves the effectiveness of local ener-

gy and non- energy partners. It thus helps the public policy balance towards more 

decentralized people centered energy systems 

One of key strategies the program is for civil society organizations to build a strong 

collaborative partnership with key Government Ministries and parastatals that have 

a bearing on the sustainable development and efficient utilization of renewable 

energy and biofuels. A major challenge in achieving this objective has been lack of 

a common guiding policy in the sector. The launching of the Renewable Energy 

and Biofuels Policy in 2020 provides a framework for civil society and governmen-

tal institutions to dialogue and develop a long-term strategic implementation part-

nership.  
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Generally, energy is not only a need but it is an enabler of all sectors of develop-

ment. Energy has effects on agriculture, health, mining, and it limits opportu-

nities for education and development; and can reduce a family's potential to 

rise out of poverty. Thus, to those that have it, modern energy unlocks ac-

cess to improved healthcare, improved education, and improved economic 

opportunities and, even a longer life, while to those that do not have energy, 

it is a major constraint on their social and economic development. The prob-

lem of energy access in Zimbabwe has become even more acute because of 

the increased vulnerability brought about by climate change, financial crisis, 

the COVID pandemic and volatile energy prices. Estimates point out that 

unless stronger commitments and effective policy measures are taken to 

reverse current trends, half the population in sub-Saharan Africa will still be 

without electricity by 2030, and the proportion of its population relying on 

traditional fuels for household energy needs will remain the highest among 

all world regions. Without access to modern energy services, women and 

girls spend most of their day performing basic subsistence tasks, including 

time-consuming and physically draining tasks of collecting biomass fuels, 

which constrains them from accessing decent wage employment, education-

al opportunities and livelihood enhancing options, as well as limits their op-

tions for social and political interaction outside the household 

The need for rapid deployment of renewable energy in Zimbabwe is driven 

mainly by a wide range of objectives, amongst them; improving energy secu-

rity, enhancing energy access (especially in rural arears to support educa-

tion, health and agriculture) and mitigating climate change.  While such ben-

efits are widely cited as key drivers in political and energy debates, specific, 

documented evidence of such benefits remains rather limited  for reasons 

including a lack of adequate conceptual frameworks, methodological chal-

lenges, institutional weakness and limited access to relevant data.   

Thus, access to renewable energy is an enabler of every developmental sec-

tor in Zimbabwe. In this context, the Civil Society Organizations with support 

from the Ministry of Energy and Power Development, intends to work with nexus 

Ministries in establishing a collaborative institutional mechanism for the implemen-

tation of a renewable energy program in the country.  

Thumps up for joint collaboration 

between Ministry of Energy and 

Power Development and Ministry 

of Environment, Water and Cli-

mate for kick starting the process 

of developing Energy Efficient Poli-

cy which will work in tandem with 

the National Energy policy of 2012, 

Renewable energy Policy and the 

Biofuel policy both of 2020. Hoping 

that all these policy documents will 

answer our energy challenge. 

Power demand is 1470 mega-

watts. The country has total of 

2300 megawatts installed genera-

tion. The achievable capacity is 

1100 megawatts on a good day. 

This is complimented by imports 

ranging from 150 megawatts to 

400 megawatts   
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ENERGY SITUATION IN 

ZIMBABWE  

Close to 90% of energy 

needs of rural communi-

ties met from traditional 

fuels, mainly fuelwood. 5 

300 clinics and schools 

and 10 000 other facilities 

were without electricity at 

the close of 2017 howev-

er by 2020 over 9400 ru-

ral institutions have been 

electrified.                              

National estimated daily 

fuel consumption  

- Unleaded petrol – 1.5 

million litres / day since 

lockdown 

     - Diesel – 2.5 million 

litres / day since lock-

down  

Generally we have ener-

gy poverty in rural areas 

and need to increase en-

ergy access. This im-

proves the socioeconom-

ic status of societies, im-

prove education and bet-

ters the livelihood of rural 

women and children. 

Energy provision need to 

be linked with its produc-

tive use 
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The following objectives will guide the next nexus Minis-

try engagement: 

Follow up on Nexus Ministries recommendations from the 

last dialogue meeting 

Review the Implementation Framework of the Renewable 
Energy and Biofuels Policies 

To improve appreciation of how Nexus Ministries link with 
Renewable Energy. 

Deliberate on Strategies on Resource Mobilization in the 
implementation of the Renewable Energy Policy  

Suggest Government and Civil Society Partnership Strate-
gy Frameworks at national, provincial and district 
levels 

Propose Institutional Structure to Carry Forward the Rec-
ommendations  



Contact Us 

Wellington Madumira 

            Zero (Regional 

Environment Organisa-

tion) 

            158 Fife Avenue 

            Greenwood Park 

            P.O Box 5338 

            Harare 

            Telephone: 

+263774418778 

+263733300741  

zeroregional.net 

Access to modern energy is recognised as an important enabler of sustainable 

development and important for delivering many SDGs, including health, education, 

inclusive economic development, gender equality and climate action, as is recog-

nised by the adoption of SDG 7. The world is not currently on track to meet Sus-

tainable Development Goal 7. According to International Energy Agency, (IEA), 

lack of access to clean cooking remains very acute in sub-Saharan Africa with 

access increasing only slightly from 15% in 2015 to 17% in 2018. The number of 

people without access to clean cooking exceeded 900 million in 2018 as popula-

tion growth outpaced efforts to provide access.  

The greatest challenge is how to provide access to the 600 million people current-

ly living without access and at the same time reaching the millions of people born 

annually in areas without access. Closing the access gap requires the government 

and other stakeholders to harness the potential of the decentralized renewable 

energy options as the least-cost way of reaching these off-grid communities which 

are unlikely to be served by the national grid in the foreseeable future. Further,  

According to SEforALL, finance commitments for off-grid solutions, including mini 

grid technologies, nearly doubled between 2013-2014 and 2015-2016 to reach an 

average of $380 million per year. While this is a positive trend, these investments 

remain a small portion (1.3%) of the total finance tracked (SEforALL and CPI 

2018). To make the deployment of off-grid solutions and clean-cooking as effec-

tive as possible, a strong policy and regulatory framework is key.  
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